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What a whirlwind
spring it has been.
We had a great
series of 30
different Open
House
presentations,
followed by
"Shakespeare's
Birthday Bash".
The Ottawa
Theatre School

ended their year with "Theatre
Smorgasbord" and Hamlet (produced in
conjunction with the Ottawa Shakespeare
Company). Then we launched into May
Showcase with These Enchanted Woods,
Anne of Green Gables, The Wizard of
Oz, Charlotte's Web and Disney's Beauty
and the Beast, Jr. It's been a busy few
months!

This spring we also began new spring
courses for children, youth and adults,
and started taking registrations for our
19th year of summer camps. OSSD
summer camps give kids a chance to
learn new drama skills, but they are also
an opportunity to make new friends and
have experiences that last a lifetime. Our
summer camp councilors were all
campers once, so they know how to
make it an unforgettable experience. In
fact, some of our campers-cum-
councilors loved camp so much that they
have gone into theatre professionally and
are now teaching at summer camp. 

As you may have heard, I will be taking a
leave of absence for part of 2011/2012.
I am looking forward to having an
opportunity to "recharge my batteries", to
write, and to research theatre training in
other countries. I am very pleased to
introduce EErriinn DDoowwnneeyy SSiillccooffff who has
agreed to step into the role of interim
Artistic Director starting in August. Erin
and I will work together through fall
registrations, so that we can help you to
find the best course for you or your child. 

Erin comes to OSSD with a wealth of
knowledge and experience. Previously the
Director of The Montreal Children's
Theatre, Erin has a passion for drama
education and for working with children
in the arts. Erin is already deeply
committed to OSSD and has been
attending Open Houses and
performances. She is very impressed by
the talent and drive that exists in our
students.

With recent events, we have all been
reminded of what a devoted and
dedicated group the OSSD/OTS family
is. I have been incredibly gratified to read
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letters from parents, students, alumni,
social agencies and community members
that have told me the important role that
OSSD has played in your lives. On
behalf of all of the OSSD staff, thank you
for the support that you have shown. 

We look forward to continuing to offer
you the best in drama and theatre
education. 

Amanda Lewis, Executive Director 

Drama school changed 
my son's life By Janice Bugby, Ottawa Citizen May 23, 2011

Re: Drama school begs for city's financial backing, May 19. My name is Janice
Bugby and I am a resident of Manotick. I am writing to encourage city council to
support the Ottawa School of Speech and Drama. It is imperative that council
guarantee the loan for this school, in my opinion.

Allow me to share my story. I have a 17-year-old teenage boy, who has not had an
easy time through the tumultuous teen years. He has a learning disability which has
caused him difficulties at school as well as socially. Two years ago we enrolled him
in a program at the OSSD, a Shakespeare course. What a transformation.

My son, who never wanted to participate in extracurricular activities and avoided
school as much as possible, was suddenly surrounded by like-minded teens from
all across the city; all thought Shakespeare was the coolest dude ever. He never
missed a class. Not only did we see him be inspired in his drama class, we saw
such huge changes in the rest of his life. Confidence, leadership, ownership ... I
could go on. The level of commitment from the staff was unbelievable, they are the
kind of people you want to have an influence on your teen.

My son is not a typical teen, he does not party, he is not athletic, he looks to the
arts as a source of entertainment and inspiration. While you are making your
decision remember the children like my son, there are many of them. If I had the
resources, I would write a cheque to this school without blinking an eye. I cannot
do that but I can tell you that these people are credible and real and are
committed to their community. I have no doubt that the loan guarantee is a low risk
for the city and a real opportunity to do something really special and important to
a lot of people.

Janice Bugby, Manotick                               © Copyright (c) The Ottawa Citizen



Auditions are now being scheduled for
the 2011-12 The Acting Conservatory
program.  Our Diploma Program has
grown once again and we are proud to
announce our status as a Private Career
College.

The OTS Acting Conservatory program is
a unique training experience for
dedicated post-secondary students
passionate about a career in the theatre.
With a specialized curriculum focused on
fundamental acting skills and practical
production experience alongside working
professionals, OTS plugs our students
into what's happening in Canadian
theatre right now.

For more information on auditions, visit
our website at
wwwwww..oottttaawwaatthheeaattrreesscchhooooll..ccoomm or call us
today.
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Message from the Chair
It is often said that crisis is the combination of danger and opportunity - I, for one,
believe this to be true.

The recent crisis faced by OSSD has thrown into sharp focus the risks faced by artistic
organizations in Ottawa.  Tuition at OSSD accounts for 80% of revenues received by
OSSD.  The other 20% of the cost for each child or adult student comes from grants,
donations and fundraising.  This means that OSSD needs to raise nearly $250,000
each year from sources other than tuition.  This puts the school in peril whenever
those sources become uncertain.

The opportunity we all now share is to build
upon 23 years of outstanding programming
to create Ottawa's pre-eminent example of
artistic education - both creatively and
financially.  The tremendous support from
our parents, adult students, alumni and
community supporters has demonstrated that
OSSD is valued in the community.  Now we
must turn our attention to ensuring that
OSSD is never again in peril because of
short-term cash flow concerns.

The school needs your help.  We need to
complete OSSD's $50,000 fundraising drive by 31 August 2011.  Although we are
well on our way to achieving this goal, your donation is needed to ensure our
success.  We understand that, for some, times are difficult, but we ask you to do what
you can to help. Whatever the amount, your tax-deductible donation will help to
ensure that OSSD is able to continue to deliver exceptional educational
programming, helping people of all ages build confidence, literacy, social skills and
creative capacity.  Please, donate now.

Aside from donations, the Board is seeking new members who can potentially
connect the school to corporate donations and sponsorships, as well as parent
volunteers to help organize an annual fundraising event for the school.

Most importantly, we need you to keep registering for the excellent programming
offered at the school.  Registrations are the lifeblood of OSSD.  Many summer camp
offerings are now fully booked, but there are still plenty of great opportunities.  As
well, the Ottawa Theatre School is now auditioning for fall classes, and registration
for all September classes will begin shortly. Watch our website for details!

Spread the word that OSSD is here to stay and will continue to contribute to a vibrant
cultural life in Ottawa.

Warmest regards,
Randy McIntyre - Chair, OSSD Board of Directors

Revenues

15%
5%

80%

Programs & Productions

Grants & Funding

Donations

Donations can be made on our website at ossd.com or
visit us at OSSD at 294 Picton Ave. We'd be very glad
to accept your donation!

Ottawa Theatre School:
at the Fringe
The Ottawa Theatre School Acting
Conservatory program presents Glitch, a
new play by David Hersh and directed by
Bruce Bissonnette. “… Adam is caught in
a whirlpool of lies, treachery, and
violence. He tries to change direction but
is invariably led to the same conclusion...
Murder...” Glitch stars OTS grads JJooddii
MMoorrddeenn,, KKaaiittlliinn MMiilllleerr,, KKyyllaa GGrraayy,, 
DDiieeggoo AArrvveelloo and GGrreegg SShhaanndd and plays 
June 17 - 24 at Arts Court Theatre.
Come and see our emerging artists,
producing original theatre!
wwwwww..oottttaawwaaffrriinnggeeffeessttiivvaall..ccoomm

Also at the FRINGE FESTIVAL
The Senior Acting Company (students 16
- 19 years) is presenting Moonfleece by
Philip Ridley as part of the Ottawa
International Fringe Festival. It's an edgy
play in which a new generation
encounters a world torn apart by the
adults. Families and friendships are
splintered by the politics of race, sexuality
and money. Scathing political satire is

juxtaposed against magical storytelling
with strange resonances of Hamlet.
Moonfleece is an adventure by a mature
company of young actors not to be
missed.  Moonfleece plays June 17 - 26
in Studio 311, Academic Hall, University
of Ottawa, 35 Rue Seraphin-Marion.
wwwwww..oottttaawwaaffrriinnggeeffeessttiivvaall..ccoomm
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Next issue will be out September 2011

Board oof DDirectors
RRaannddyy MMccIInnttrryyee - Board Chair
KKeenn CCrraaiigg - Board Member

AAllaann CCuummyynn - Board Member
CChhrriissttoopphheerr DDeeaann - Board Member

LLeeaahh JJoonneess - Board Secretary (ex-officio)
LLaauurraa KKrraafftt - Board Member

SSaamm LLeegggg - Treasurer
LLaauurraa MMaaccNNeeiill - Board Member
MMoorrrriiss NNeeuummaann - Board Member
RRiicckk NNoorrllaanndd - Board Member

MMaaddddiiee SStteepphheennss - Ex-officio Student Representative
NNaattaalliiee SStteerrnn - Ex-officio Member, Founder

RRaayymmoonndd SStteerrnn - Ex-officio Member, Founder

Staff
AAmmaannddaa LLeewwiiss - Executive Director 

BBrruuccee BBiissssoonnnneettttee - Artistic Director of OTS
SShheeiillaa SSttuurrkk-GGrreeeenn - General Manger

MMoonniiccaa SSaappiiaannoo - Registrar
NNiikkkkii CCaarrrriiéérree - Office Registrar/part-time
AAlleexx KKiirrkkppaattrriicckk - Office Registrar/part-time

VVaanneessssaa DDoouucceett-RRoocchhee - Summer Camp Manager 
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a + i2 Inc.
Hanan Abramovici
Hadziomevovic Adnan
George R.M. Anderson
& Charlotte Gray
Susan Annis
Catriona Armstrong
S. A. Arends
Iris Arnon
Sandra Assaly
Lewis Auerbach &
Barbara Legowski
J. Gerald Bailie
Dr. Norman & 
Myrna Barwin
Alan Bell
Vanessa 
Behrens-Nicholls
Eleanor Belshaw-Hauff
Karen Benoit
Hilda Bleyer
Simon Bloom,
In Honour of 
Amanda Lewis
Allison Budge
Rick Bugby
Lisa Burke
Carol Ann Burrows
Joan Bryant
Cathy Campbell
Marcie Campbell
Canadian Forestry
Association
James Carere
Nick Carpenter
Jennifer Cayley
Ruth Chapple
David Chernushenko
Giovanna Chianello
Jill Chitra
John Churchill
Peter Clark
Barbara J. Clarke, C.M.
Elsie Clement
Wendy Cohen
Darlene Cole
Stuart & Shirley Conger
Susan Conrad
Gerry & Sarah Conway
& Diane Phillips
Bart Cormier
Catherine Coulter

Lynn Cox
Ruth Craig
Magdalena Creedy
Ann Cronin-Cossette
Alan Cumyn
Leslie Cutherbertson
Susannah Dalfen
Denise Deby
Anne DesBrisay &
Thom Nyhuus
Marily Doering
Marnie Donovan
Heloise Doucet
Joanne Dubé Raymond
Jean-Pierre 
Dubois-Godin
Bela Dunleavy
Richard Ellis
Lorraine England
David Ferguson
Heather J. Finlayson
Robert J. Forbes
Forest Products Sector
Council
Elizabeth Fraser
Laurie Fyffe
C.B.Forrest
Beta Garel-Jones
Sylvia Gazsi Gill
Maria Gilieca
Caroline Gosselyn
Deborah Gorham
Jane Graham
Steven Griffin 
2H Interior Design LTD.
George Harisgrove
Jennifer Hartley
Elizabeth Hay & 
Mark Fried
Hill Charity Golf
Classic
Peter Hinton
Katherine Hobbs
Lori Jean Hodge
Katherine Jeans
Janet Irwin
Anthony Johnston
Robert Johnstone
Leah Jones
M. Lorraine Jones
Claudia Jurt
Sharon Katz Mayne

Diana Kirkwood
Chris Knight
Paul Kruyne
Geoff Kubrich
Rosaline Labow
Lucille Lacelle
David Lapenat
Sylvia Larrass
David Large
Sylvia Larrass
In Memory
of Emerson Lavender
Vanja Lazovic
Anthony Leaning
Joanne Lebert
Laurie LeGallais
Barbara Legowski
Emanuele Leonforte
Amanda Lewis & 
Tim Wynne-Jones
Laurie Lewis
Julian Little
Michael Lloyd
Teri Lorett-Valentik
Andy Lunney
Mackenzie Financial
Kathy MacLellan
Margaret MacLellan
Abbis Mahmoud
Matteo Mancini
Stefanie Martin
Susan & Paul Mayer
Susan Mayrand, In
Honour of
Dawn Rivard
Alix McEwen
Randy McIntyre
Claire McLaughlin
Michael McGrath
F. McLeod
Sherry McPhail
Ben Meyer-Aaron
Jeff Mierins
Claire Miller
Robert Mitchell
Sally Mooney
Laura Muldoon
David Murray
Linda Nadolny-Cogan
Suzanne Nash
Lloyd & Heather
Nelson

Maurice Neuman
Christine Norman
OSSD Parents
Katie Norland
Megan Norland
Drew Norland
Peter O'Doherty
Susan Padmos, 
In Honour
of Norah Paton
Barry Padolsky
Janice Palmer
RBC Royal Bank
Dawna Ramsay
James Richardson
Jim Richardson
Terry Richmond
Francois Rivest
Brian Roberts
Helen Robertson &
Kendall Wheaton
Carol Rose
Meghan Rowberry
Wynn Quon
Karen Salaj-Krajcovic
Monica Sapiano
Kristina Scaramozzimo
Erica Schamacher
Katherine Scott
John Scott-Harston
Ruth Secunda
Charles Sezlich
Cindy Sezlich
Debra Sharpe
Mark Shore
Shirley Siegel
Sean Silcoff, In Honour
of Scott Smith
& James Smith
John Solman
Helen Somerville
Henrrietta Southern
Sparks Dental Clinic
Dorothy Speak
Andrew Staples
Natalie & Raymond
Stern
Judith Stoler
Evelyn Stone
Lisa Stone
Rosamond & J. Oliver 
Sturk

Tannis
Ioana Teodorescu
Jean Teron
C.Tattersall Smith
Donna Taucer
Anne Teutsch
Nadine Thornhill &
Philip Eisen
Anne Marie Todkill &
Lawrence Wardroper
Jamel Touati
Debbie Trenholm,
Savvy Co.
Andrew Tremayne, 
In Memory of 
Joan E. Tremayne
Anne Utek
Dana Uzarevic
Richard Valente
Lori Victor & 
John van Mossel
Helena Van Nooten
Clementine Van Veen 
Dennis Waite
Pamela Walker
Susan Ward
Walter Ward
Laura Wardlaw
Robert Wardlaw
Mark Webster
Lisa Willner
Dr. Allan Wilson
Frederica Wilson
Ellen & Dwayne Wright
Beverly Young
Allan Zeesman
Suzanne Zeidon
Janice Zinck
Fredrick Zipes

Please accept our
apologies for any
errors or omissions. 
If you have any
corrections, please
contact us at:
info@ossd.com 
or call: 
(613) 567-6788
(donations of $20. 
or more are
recognized here)

Alan Dean Photography
The Community Foundation of Ottawa
Focus on Youth, Ottawa Carleton School Board
The Harold Crabtree Foundation
The Joyce Conger Fund for the Arts

Kitchissippi Kids Fund
The Ottawa Citizen Literacy Foundation
Scotiabank
T. D. Canada Trust
Anonymous

OSSD gratefully acknowledges the support of the following organizations:

Volunteer at OSSD Get involved with OSSD by emailing Sheila Sturk-Green, General Manager at
ssturkgreen@ossd.com, or call 613-567-6788 x 200

The Ontario Arts Council is an agency of the Government of Ontario

Dates to Remember
Fringe: Senior Company show
and OTS show: 
June 16 - 26 check website
for details

Summer camp registration
(on going)

Summer camp start date
June 27

Fall Registration open  
June 30

Closed for Canada Day 
July 1 

Closed for Civic Holiday
August 1 

OSSD Open House
September 10 

Children & Youth classes start
date - September 15 

Adult Recreational classes
start date - September 19
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